I note that, to the satisfaction of electronic media lovers and in line with modern times, all TEC/TC volumes will be soon available on the Web in ready-to-access form through IEEE Xplore and the CSDL; you will be able to appreciate fi rst hand the tremendous changes that computing in general and TC in particular have undergone over more than fi ve decades. Through its distinguished history, TC has grown from a publication originating from a dedicated pioneer Professional Group of the IEEE to a monthly publication with an impressive array of technical coverage by worldwide authors.
As for the immediate past, 2007 has been yet again an exciting year; in this respect, I am very proud to announce the following milestones as signifi cant accomplishments (all data is as of 2 October 2007, the date of writing this communication):
IEEE TC 1)
is now the peer-reviewed journal with the highest impact among archival publications in the "computer systems" topical area (as indexed for [2006] [2007] 
by ISI). For 2)
TC over the last 12 months to date as reported through Manuscript Central, the average elapsed time (in number of days) from submission to fi rst decision is now 110, while the average reviewer turnaround time (also in days) for an initial submission is 47. These fi gures continue to show improvement over previous years; again the dedication of all Associate/ Guest Editors and reviewers is gratefully acknowledged. Also, I would like to take this opportunity to address some recurring inquiries that have often been encountered in the referee/ decision process. Acceptance for publication in TC is highly competitive; after an initial comprehensive review process, only those manuscripts whose reports are substantially positive (albeit still lacking an overall consensus among referees) are allowed to continue for an additional round of reviews (either as a major or a minor revision). If strongly confl icting reports are received in the fi rst round of reviews, an Associate Editor can now submit a recommendation that a manuscript should be " Revised and Resubmitted" (R&R) . If the authors elect to submit a revised version under R&R, every effort will be made by me to reassign it to the original AE; however, please be aware that this may not always be possible (in some cases, the AE may have retired from the Editorial Board). Also, as per its mandate, the scope of TC is to publish papers whose contents balance theory and practice in computer engineering and science; hence, a R&R may also refl ect such a type of defi ciency in content. In essence, while R&R may come as a disappointment, it provides authors with detailed feedback by which manuscripts can be improved in a timely manner. Moreover, there is a no need to emphasize that TC has a unique scope in its mission, namely, to address theoretical and practical aspects of different areas as refl ected by reader interest and a wide distribution to researchers, developers, technical managers, and educators in the computer fi eld. I am personally committed to seeing that published articles refl ect the highest quality while comprehensively meeting the scope of TC.
An archival journal such as TC heavily relies on a dedicated Editorial Board to meet its professional objectives. As I start my second year as EIC, I look forward to your recommendations and suggestions, whether to propose a Special Section or to inquire about the status of your manuscript or just to let me know whether TC is meeting your expectations. In any circumstance, do not hesitate to contact me.
Truly yours, Fabrizio Lombardi
Editor-In-Chief P.S. I would like to acknowledge the invaluable help of Drs. C. Metra and P. Montuschi and their institutions (the Università di Bologna and the Politecnico di Torino, respectively) that made it possible for me to gather the historical data presented in the fi rst part of this communication while I was on sabbatical leave in Italy. in 1977 and 1980, respectively. He joined the Computer Science Department at the State University of New York, Binghamton, in 1987, where he is now a professor and chair. Professor Ghose's specializations are in computer architecture and computing systems. In computer architecture, his research interests are in high-performance microarchitectures, power-aware microarchitectures, and systems. His research interests in the computer systems areas have to do with design and prototype implementations of large software systems, such as fi le systems, smart load balancers for servers, real-time design and prototying tools, and power-smart server modules. He has authored well over 100 refereed journal and conference papers in his areas of research in top venues. To date, he has supervised 16 PhD dissertations and numerous master's theses. He has been issued three US Patents and has several pending patent applications. His most recent research activities are in the general area of power management in multicore systems and power-aware data server designs. Sponsors of Professor Ghose's research work include the US National Science Foundation, US Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, US Air Force Offi ce of Scientifi c Research, NYSTAR, and industry (including Intel, IBM, Lockheed-Martin, and BAE Systems). Professor Ghose is a member of the IEEE, the IEEE Computer Society, and the ACM. Igor L. Markov received the PhD degree in computer science from the University of California Los Angeles. He is an associate professor of electrical engineering and computer science at the University of Michigan. Currently, he is a member of the Executive Board of ACM SIGDA and an editorial board member of ACM TODAES. Professor Markov has coauthored more than 120 refereed publications, some of which were honored by the best paper award at the Design, Automation and Test in Europe Conference (DATE) and the IEEE CAS Donald O. Pederson award for best paper in the IEEE Transactions on Computer-Aided Design. Professor Markov is the recipient of a DAC Fellowship, an ACM SIGDA Outstanding New Faculty award, a US National Science Foundation CAREER award, and an IBM Partnership Award.
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Stephen Olariu has held many different roles and responsibilities as a member of numerous organizations and teams. Much of his experience has been with the design and implementation of robust protocols for wireless networks and, in particular, sensor networks and their applications. He is applying mathematical modeling and analytical frameworks to the resolution of problems ranging from securing communications, to predicting the behavior of complex systems, to evaluating performance of wireless networks. His research interests are in the area of complex systems enabled by large-scale deployments of sensors and, more specifi cally, in securing systems of systems. Professor Olariu is a world-renowned technologist in the areas of wireless networks, mobile multimedia systems, parallel and distributed systems, parallel and distributed architectures, and networks. He was invited and visited more than 120 universities and research institutes around the world, lecturing on topics ranging from wireless networks and mobile computing, to biology-inspired algorithms and applications, to telemedicine, to wireless location systems and security. He has published four books as well as more than 200 articles 
